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Details of Services
May
7th 10.30am Rev. Margaret Newman - Communion Service
14th 10.30am Tina Salmon
21st 10.30am Local Arrangement
Pentecost
28th 10.30am Andrea Als-McClean
June
Trinity Sunday

4th 10.30am Rev. Margaret Newman - short service followed by our
Annual Church Meeting and lunch.

From the Manse

Future Dates
This year’s Circuit Service on Dunstable Downs will be on Sunday, 9th July at 11.00am.
Our next Church Council will be on Tuesday, 10th October at 7.00pm.

On Sunday, 4th June, we have our
Annual Church Mee�ng.
This will be immediately a�er a shortened act
of worship which will be led by Margaret.
This mee�ng is for everyone who a�ends the
church. It is your chance to hear what is
happening and to have your say in the way that
the church is run and on its future mission.

A�er the mee�ng you are invited to stay for a
bring and share lunch to which we hope
everyone will be able to stay for a �me of
fellowship together. We ask you to bring a
plate of food that can be shared.

Please put this date in your diary and try to be
there if you possibly can. The mee�ng will not be long and drawn out, so
please don’t be put off.

Summer Newsle�er Publica�on Dates.

The June edi�on will be available on 4th June (a week later than usual).

The July/August edi�on will be available on 9th July (two weeks later than
usual).

Details of services and any events that I am aware of at the beginning of June
and July, will be included in the previous month’s Newsle�er.

Dear friends,

What are the ways we recognise those we know well? It is not just the way
they look, but their tone of voice, the gestures they make, their way of being.

As we enter May we are s�ll celebra�ng the Easter season in which we
remember the stories of Jesus’ resurrec�on appearances to his disciples.
Familiar and well loved stories, such as the appearance to Mary Magdalene in
the garden on Easter morning. Grieving and alone, she recognises Jesus when
he calls her by name and her despair is transformed. Two disciples walking the
Emmaus road fall into conversa�on with a stranger, their hearts burning within
them as he talks, but it is only in his breaking of bread with them at the
evening meal that they recognise their companion is Jesus. A larger gathering
of disciples, together in a room, see Jesus among them, hear him say ‘Peace be
with you’.

May we each recognise the risen Christ and his love this Easter season, and
show his love to those we meet.

Tuesday a�ernoons at Beech Hill will con�nue to be a �me for gathering at the
Welcome Space to spend �me together and welcome those from the
community, including asylum seekers in local hotels, who drop in for tea and
coffee, a chat and to play games. Do come along to be part of this when you
can.

Looking further ahead, Beech Hill’s Annual Church Mee�ng will take place a�er
a shortened service on Sunday 4th June, followed by a bring and share lunch.
An Annual Mee�ng is always a special occasion in the life of the church, so
please make a note of the date.

Yours in Christ,

Margaret
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Thank you for your offertory contribu�ons towards the work of Beech Hill.
If you do not Gi� Aid your offertory, please can I ask you to put no more
than £30 in each collec�on envelope. This allows us to maximise the tax
refund we can get from the government. If you want to give more, please
split it between two or more envelopes. If you do Gi� Aid you can put as
much as you like in each envelope. Confusing, but they are the rules.
If you do Gi� Aid your offertory, the best way to pay is by standing order
directly from your account into the church account. This means that the
church does not have to pay any bank charges on the transac�on. If you

have internet banking this is very easy to set up. If you do not have internet banking, then
just keep pu�ng cash into your envelope.
If you wish to pay your collec�on by bank transfer or standing order, the church account
details are:
Account Name: Beech Hill Methodist Church
Sort code: 40-30-32
Account Number: 10561304
Please put your envelope number and/or name in the reference box when you make a
payment.

Our ‘Warm Space’ gatherings are con�nuing on Tuesdays between 1 and 4pm. As the
government Warm Spaces ini�a�ve has now ended we have renamed it as a
‘Welcome Space’.
Our aim is to create a space where anyone feels comfortable to join us for free tea/
coffee/squash and cakes and biscuits. We also have a variety of table top games and
there is usually a jig-saw on the go.
While most of the people who come are church members and friends, we do also
have other people drop in.
On one Tuesday each month, usually the last
Tuesday, we have a clean and �dy for half an hour
and the Property Group carry out any maintenance
and decora�ve jobs required.
So, if you have not already been along, please come and join us to see what goes on.
In order to ensure that there are people to open up the church we have agreed four
‘host’ couples who will take turns to make sure that the church is open for the 1 pm
start, provide the milk for coffees and teas and get the kitchen ready to serve. The
rota for the next few weeks is:
Tuesday, 2nd May - Anne & Roger Tuesday, 23rd May - Anne & Roger
Tuesday, 9th May - Joyce & Albert Tuesday, 30th May - Lesley & Sue
Tuesday, 16th May - Sandra & Richard Tuesday, 6th June - Sandra & Richard
A very big ‘thank you’ to everyone who has agreed to ‘host’ sessions. Of course, there
is plenty of room for others to join the rota.

Welcome Space

'Where there's Faith there is hope’ - The wri�ng on the wall
A church is sharing the faith and the concerns of its young people with a new mural
that has been painted on the wall of Parkway Methodist Church in Bristol, a city
famous for its street art.
The minister at Parkway, Revd Richard Sharples, came up with the idea of the mural as
a way to help the church engage with residents in the St. Werburgh's community, one
of the more alterna�ve areas of the city where murals are o�en painted on buildings.
The new, 8 x 4 metre, pain�ng replaces a previous mural that had been on the side of
the church.
"I dreamed of pu�ng up a mural which expresses our engagement with the
community in which we are placed," explains Revd Richard. "This mural came about
through the young people in the youth group. I asked them what they thought of the
idea and they were really keen. They went out and looked at the street art that was
around them. They contacted those ar�sts they liked and Silent Hobo agreed to work
with them on the new project. Together they workshopped ideas on what they
wanted to see in the mural.”
The mural features the life of a youth today, expressing their concerns about the world
they live in and how they perceive it. All of the young people involved can be found in
the picture, with Silent Hobo le�ng them put the final touches to it themselves.
"We are thrilled with the result," said Richard, "both in terms of the quality and what it
says about the things we care about. It expresses young people’s worries about
pollu�on, racism and religion. On one side you see the damage done and on the other
side you see a glimpse of change. Finally in the middle is a clear statement ‘Where
there is Faith there is Hope’. With this statement they are demonstra�ng that they
have hope for change and pray that with God anything is possible.”
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May/June Church & Circuit Calendar
1 Mon

2 Tue
10.00 - 12 noon - Cakes & Company at Aley Green
1.00 - 4.00pm - ‘Welcome Space’ at Beech Hill (Anne & Roger)

3 Wed 11.00am - Free Church Service at St. Albans Cathedral led by Andrew
Openshaw of the Central Baptist Association.

4 Thurs Council Elections - Beech Hill will be used as a Polling Station.
5 Fri
6 Sat
7 Sun 10.30 am - Morning Worship with Communion led by Rev. Margaret Newman
8 Mon
9 Tue 1.00 - 4.00pm - ‘Welcome Space’ at Beech Hill. (Joyce & Albert)
10 Wed
11 Thurs
12 Fri
13 Sat

14 Sun 10.30 am - Morning Worship led by Tina Salmon.
6.00 pm - Local Preachers Celebration Service at St. John’s. All welcome.

15 Mon
16 Tue 1.00 - 4.00pm - ‘Welcome Space’ at Beech Hill. (Sandra & Richard)
17 Wed .
18 Thurs
19 Fri
20 Sat
21 Sun 10.30 am - Morning Worship - Local Arrangement.
21 Mon

23 Tue 1.00 - 4.00pm - ‘Welcome Space’ at Beech Hill. (Anne & Roger) & Property
Group.

24 Wed
25 Thurs
26 Fri
27 Sat
28 Sun 10.30 am - Morning Worship led Andrea Als-McClean.
29 Mon
30 Tue 1.00 - 4.00pm - ‘Welcome Space’ at Beech Hill. (Lesley & Sue)
31 Wed
1 Thurs
2 Fri
3 Sat

4 Sun 10.30 am - Morning Worship led by Rev. Margaret Newman followed by our
Annual Church Meeting and Lunch

7th May
Acts 7: 55-60
Psalm 31: 1-5, 15-16
1 Peter 2: 2-10
John 14: 1-14

14th May
Acts 17: 22-31
Psalm 66: 8-20
1 Peter 3: 13-22
John 14: 15-21

21st May
Acts 1: 6-14
Psalm 68: 1-10, 32-35
1 Peter 4: 12-14; 5:6-11
John 17: 1-11

28th May - Pentecost
Acts 2: 1-21 or Numbers 11:24-30
Psalm 104: 24-34, 35b
1 Corinthians 12: 3b-13 or Acts 2:1-21
John 20: 19-23 or John 7: 37-39

4th June - Trinity Sunday
Genesis 1: 1 – 2: 4a
Psalm 8
2 Corinthians 13: 11-13
Ma�hew 28: 16-20

Sunday Bible Readings from the Methodist Lectionary

ARCHBISHOP
BANK HOLIDAY
BELLS
BUCKINGHAM PALACE
BUNTING
CAMILLA
CARRIAGE
CASTLE
CELEBRATION
CHARLES
CHEERING
CORONATION
CROWDS
CROWN
FLAGS
FLOWERS
GUN SALUTE
HORSES
KING
LONDON
ORB
PARADE
QUEEN
ROYAL
SERVICE
SOLDIERS
STREET PARTY
THE MALL
THRONE
UNIFORMS
WESTMINSTER ABBEY
WINDSOR

Answer on page 9
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Prayer Page
When I Wake in the Night

When I wake in the night Lord
Is it you who woke me?
When I wake in the night Lord
Is there something you want me to see?
When I wake in the night Lord
Is there somewhere you want me to be?

When I wake in the night Lord
Is there somewhere you want me going?
When I wake in the night Lord
Is there something you want me doing?
When I wake in the night Lord
Why do I find myself praying?

When I wake in the night Lord
Give me the answers I ask,
When I wake in the night Lord
Tell me, what is your task?
Let me know Lord
That in your favour I bask.

When I wake the next day, Lord
Fill me with purpose, I pray
When I wake the next day, Lord
Help me do what you say.
When I wake the next day, Lord
Let me willingly obey.

Oh Lord, every minute of each day
Guide me, and hold me
So I do it okay
And speak to me Lord
Every night, every day
As you lead me along your chosen way.

Amen.

Katherine Holmgren, mission worker,
Cambodia, and member of Westborough
Church, Scarborough, North Yorkshire.

Take from the Methodist Prayer Handbook
for 2022-23.

Prayer for Pentecost

We light a candle,
and enjoy the flickering light ,

the fragrance
and warmth it creates.

But without the spark that ignites,
there will be no flame.

Without the wax,
the source of power,

the wick will not burn.
Without the flame,

there will be no fragrance,
no warmth, no light.
And so with us, Lord.

You are the catalyst that ignites us,
and the fuel that sustains us.
You fill us with your fragrance

as you enter our lives.
You empower us

to carry your flame in our hearts,
to be the fragrance, warmth,

and light of your love,
in this dark world.

Churches Together in Luton
This year we have decided to combine our
successful breakfast mee�ngs with the AGM on
Saturday 20th May between 8.30 and 11am. This
gives us all a chance to sit and meet other Chris�ans
in a friendly informal environment. This will be at
the Chiltern Hotel, and a good full breakfast is
available. Coffee and tea will be available from
8.30am with breakfast being served at 9am. New
Testament Church have kindly offered to subsidise
the cost, so it will be £5 if you wish to a�end the
breakfast, or Free if you wish to a�end a�er
breakfast for the AGM.. Booking is not required if
you just want to a�end the speaker and business
part.
We encourage you to pay by BACS. Sort code: 40-
30-32 Account: 52481502
If you want to pay by cheque, please make it
payable to ‘ Churches Together in Luton ‘ and return
to Sue Penn 10, Capron Road Luton, LU4 9BU.
Please let Sue or Michael know if you pay so we can
confirm your place. (see poster on page 12).
We are limited to 60 places for Breakfast, so please
don’t wait too long! Previous breakfast mee�ngs
have been a�ended by nearly 50 people. More
details to follow but we hope to see a lot of you
there enjoying good food and companionship.

Just a reminder that we con�nue to collect food items for the Luton Foodbank. Please
buy an extra item or two when you go shopping and place them in the box near the
entrance. I only take them down to the Foodbank when the box is full, so please
ensure that items have a long shelf life.

Rice pudding (Tinned)
Instant noodles
Meat (Tinned)

Custard (Tinned)
Vegetables (Tinned)

Fruit (Tinned)
Fruit Juice (Carton)
Dried rice (500g)

Soup
Milk (UHT)

Baked beans (Tinned)
Tomatoes (Tinned)

Fish (Tinned)
Tinned pasta in sauce

Sauce for pasta
Breakfast cereal

Tea bags
Biscuits (single packs)

Sugar (500g)
Dried Pasta



Our main sources of
support have been the
refugee centre and the
local council. We received
good advice to help our
guest navigate the opening
of a bank account, the
obtaining of a Na�onal
Insurance number,
registering for benefits and
at the job centre. Last
November our guest was
offered employment as a
‘fes�ve colleague’ at a
supermarket in a nearby
town. This has now become
a permanent posi�on.
Our guest’s hope is to
complete his studies online
in Ukraine. He has recently
passed two key exams, and
to get prac�cal experience
working as an electrician in
the UK. In prepara�on for
that, the next challenge is
passing a UK driving test.
Hospitality is something
that is best both given and
received. Our guest was
missing Ukrainian food. We
located an Eastern
European grocers around
half an hour’s drive away
which has enabled him to
find ingredients to cook for
us. Over the last year we
have consumed a lot of
Borsch, Olivier salads and
other Eastern European
dishes. Each �me he cooks
at least enough food for
three of us for three days!
I commend the Homes for
Ukraine Scheme. I found
registra�on straight
forward and once we were
linked with a poten�al
guest everything was
handled superbly. We had
some informa�on about
our poten�al guest shared

Homes for Ukraine – One Year On

A report from the Joint Public Issues Team
of the Bap�st Union, Methodist Church &
United Reformed Church.

The 14th March marked the one-year
anniversary of the Homes for Ukraine
Scheme. More than 8 million Ukrainians
have been forced to flee their home
country due to the war so far, and over
165,000 have been safely rese�led in the
UK. This is largely due to thousands of
households welcoming strangers into their
homes, compassionately sharing their
place of love, refuge and safety.
The scheme has brought refugees into
communi�es up and down the country,
and in many places local churches has
been important in the scheme’s success.
Churches have been places of
encouragement for members to join the
scheme, and have supported both hosts
and guests alike in prac�cal and spiritual
ways. It has been a remarkable
opportunity for Chris�ans to generously
welcome the stranger and to learn about
the human experience of being a refugee.
As the scheme enters its second year, it is
no less important. While many have been
successfully se�led, the conflict con�nues
to displace large numbers of people. To
accommodate those who have yet to be
welcomed, more households will have to
open their homes.
As we look to welcome more people, we
can also con�nue to support Ukrainians
who are already se�led here, and those
hos�ng them. Hospitality is a wonderful
thing, but it can be �ring! Pray for,
encourage, and support the hosts in your

community. It’s essen�al that we con�nue
to make our churches, schools, and places
of work welcoming places to be for all
those rese�led in the UK, who face
enormous challenges and hardship daily.
Finally, it is vital that government support
and funding for the Homes for Ukraine
scheme con�nues to be available and
appropriate, to ensure that the scheme is
affordable to those involved. This includes
councils, who take on the responsibility if
an original host can no longer con�nue
taking part in the scheme. Could you get in
touch with your local councillors or your
MP, to make your support and respect for
the scheme known, and stress its
con�nued importance?
We know that welcoming the stranger can
be a transforma�ve experience. Below is
an account from David, who a�ends a
church in Upper Beeding and has hosted
people in his home under the Homes for
Ukraine scheme since last summer. Read
David’s story to learn more about the
experience from the perspec�ve of a host.

A host’s story
I believe that at the heart of the prac�ce of
our Chris�an faith is hospitality. When we
heard about the Homes for Ukraine
scheme it seemed that this was an
opportunity to show this hospitality, we
decided to offer accommoda�on. Given
our accommoda�on situa�on, we were
only able to offer housing to one person.
In July 2022 we were matched with a
Ukrainian man, who at that �me was in
Romania. He arrived with us early in
August. He spoke good enough English to
facilitate communica�on without too
many misunderstandings.
Although we live in a rural village, it has a
history of welcoming refugees. A Ukrainian
refugee centre had opened in the village
before our guest arrived. On his first full
day in the UK, I was able to take him along
to meet other Ukrainians and to sign up for
English classes. They also provided a
laptop to be�er facilitate his studies.

with us, he likewise had some informa�on about us. We
both thought this might work so we agreed to a Skype
call set up by the scheme. We met together, along with
an interpreter, for 45 minutes. We had 24 hours to each
decide whether or not to proceed. Everything went
smoothly and he was with us in one week. Within a few
days a small team from the local council came to check
that everything was OK for him and for us. He received a
cash payment on arrival, and we started receiving
monthly ‘thank you’ payments about a month later. All in
all everything went as well as it could have done.
—David, host in Upper Beeding
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